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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Detailed Action 
Claims 1-26 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Publication No. 2002/0178254 by Brittenham et al. 

Regarding claim 1, in a process comprising at least one activity, a computer implemented 
method for performing an activity (Brittenham: page 2, para 17; page 4, para 41; activity 
= web service), comprising: 

receiving a message to perform an activity which calls for invocation of a service 
provided by a service application (Brittenham: page 2, para 17; web service), said service 
being invocable using a protocol (Brittenham: page 4, para 41); 

obtaining a service definition for said service (Brittenham: page 4-5, para 47-48); 

executing a set of logic which implements said protocol to generate a service 
invocation (Brittenham: page 2, para 17), wherein said service invocation is generated 
based upon at least a portion of said service definition, and is in compliance with said 
protocol (Brittenham: page 4-5, para 41, 47-48, 53); and 

sending said service invocation to said service application to invoke said service 
(Brittenham: page 5, para 50). 
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Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein said protocol is an industry standard 
protocol (Brittenham: page 4, para 41). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, wherein said protocol is SOAP (simple object 
access protocol) (Brittenham: page 4, para 41). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 2, wherein said protocol is ebXML (Brittenham: 
page 4, para 41; col. 2). 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 1, wherein said activity has an activity definition 
associated therewith, and wherein said activity definition comprises said service 
definition (page 5, para 53; definition for deployed service). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 1, wherein said service definition comprises an 
indication that said protocol is to be used to invoke said service (Brittenham: pages 5-6, 
para 55, 58; name of the soap server, run-time environment; different services leverage 
web services stack of different protocols; Figure 6). 

Regarding claim 7, the method of claim 1, wherein said service definition comprises 
access information for accessing said service (Brittenham: page 5, para 48; end point 
information). 

Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 7, wherein said access information comprises a 
URI (universal resource identifier) (Brittenham: page 5, para 48; URL is a component of 
a URI. URI is made up of URNs and URLs). 

Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 7, wherein said access information comprises a 
service name (Brittenham: page 4, para 40). 
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Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 1, wherein said service definition comprises 
mapping information that maps one or more attributes associated with said activity to one 
or more parameters used by said service (Brittenham: pages 4-5, para 47-48; Figures 5a- 
5c; binds service with node). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the method of claim 1, wherein said message to perform said activity 
is received from a process management engine, and wherein said method further 
comprises: 

receiving a reply from said service application which comprises one or more 
results of said service invocation (Brittenham: page 6, para 57); and 

providing at least a portion of said one or more results to said process 
management engine to complete performance of said activity (Brittenham: page 6, para 
56-57; process management engine = DN). 

Regarding claim 12, a computer implemented method for performing one or more 
activities (Brittenham: page 2, para 17; page 4, para 41; activity = web service), 
comprising: 

receiving a first message to perform a first activity which calls for invocation of a 
first service provided by a first service application (Brittenham: page 2, para 17; web 
services; The Brittenham reference teaches the deployment node for a plurality of web 
services. The deployment node receives a plurality of messages for different services as 
shown in Figure 3 with the counter and POP and in Figure 1 with the different origin 
server and POP servers) ; 

obtaining a service definition for said first service (Brittenham: pages 4-5, para 
47-48), said service definition. for said first service comprising an indication that a first 
protocol is to be used to invoke said first service (Brittenham: page 4, para 41 ; pages 5-6, 
para 55, 58; name of the soap server, run-time environment; different services leverage 
web services stack of different protocols; Figure 6); 
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selecting a first set of logic based upon said indication in said service definition 
for said first service, said first set of logic implementing said first protocol (Brittenham: 
page 5, para 41); 

executing said first set of logic to generate a first service invocation (Brittenham: 
page 5, para 50), wherein said first service invocation is generated based upon at least a 
portion of said service definition for said first service, and is in compliance with said first 
protocol (Brittenham: page 4-5, para 41, 47-48, 53); and 

sending said first service invocation to said first service application to invoke said 
first service (Brittenham: page 5, para 50). 

Regarding claim 13, the method of claim 12, further comprising: 

receiving a second message to perform a second activity which calls for 
invocation of a second service provided by a second service application (Brittenham: 
page 2, para 17; web service); 

obtaining a service definition for said second service (Brittenham: pages 4-5, para 
47-48), said service definition for said second service comprising an indication that a 
second protocol is to be used to invoke said second service (Brittenham: page 4, para 41; 
pages 5-6, para 55, 58; name of the soap server, run-time environment; different services 
leverage web services stack of different protocols; Figure 6); 

selecting a second set of logic based upon said indication in said service definition 
for said second service, said second set of logic implementing said second protocol 
(Brittenham: page 5, para 41); 

executing said second set of logic to generate a second service invocation 
(Brittenham: page 5, para 50), wherein said second service invocation is generated based 
upon at least a portion of said service definition for said second service, and is in 
compliance with said second protocol (Brittenham: page 4-5, para 41, 47-48, 53); and 

sending said second service invocation to said second service application to 
invoke said second service (Brittenham: page 5, para 50). 
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While the examiner understands the difference between a computer implemented 
method for performing activities and a computer readable medium comprising 
instructions, which perform activities, the examiner relates these to the code and features 
of code running on a computer system. Therefore the claims below are equated to each 
other in nature and are therefore rejected accordingly. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number 571-272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday 
off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for 
regular communications and After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3982. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
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